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The Field Museum of Chicago has partnered with 
Numedeon to bring coral reefs to kids ages 8 to 15 
through the virtual world of Whyville.  

Visit the Reef Station in Whyville, grab an air tank 
and SCUBA mask, and you’re off to an adventure in 
the coral reefs of Whyville!  You’ll discover beautiful 
coral reef species from the Harlequin Shrimp to the 
Giant Triton Snail to the White-Tip Reef Shark.  Learn 
to count and identify them to help monitor the 
populations living on each reef, just like scientists do.  
Play the Food Web Game and figure out how these 
creatures depend on one another. You might even 
experience the reefs getting sick first-hand and be a 
part of the town’s effort to save the reefs.

Come SCUBA with us in WhyReef and discover the 
splendors of coral reefs and the creatures that make 
reefs their homes!

About Whyville
Founded in 1999, Whyville is the premier educational 
virtual world for children ages 8 to 15.  Whyville’s 
citizens come from all over the world to socialize, 
have fun, and explore topics in science, economics, 
citizenship and more.  They design 

About The Field Museum
The Field Museum in Chicago is one of the world's great museums of 
science, environment, and culture dedicated to public learning and 
scholarly research.  It has a treasury of more than 23 million artifacts 
including ancient mummies, endangered plants and animals, and Sue, 
the largest and most complete Tyrannosaurus rex ever found.  The 
Museum is taking to 
the internet with its 
mission to increase 
public understanding 
of science. Recent 
innovative partner-
ships include the 
Encyclopedia of Life, 
an  i n te rna t i ona l  
consortium to create 
a website for every 
species on Earth 
(www.eol.org).

rocket engines, fly hot air balloons, start their own virtual businesses, 
write for the town newspaper, and even campaign for a seat in the 
Whyville Senate. Whyville’s activities are interactive, open ended, and 
foster creativity, Whyville has won numerous awards, including the 
prestigious National Parenting Publication Awards (NAPPA) Gold 
Award in 2008. 

Get WhyReef!
WhyReef can be a part of your 
classroom, library or museum 

at no cost to you!  
Simply set up a computer 

kiosk with:
• Intel Core Duo 2.0 GHz or faster 
processor
• 1 GB RAM
• 1280x800 monitor
• Broadband internet connection: 
256 kbps or faster
• A web browser: Internet Explorer 
7 or later or Firefox 2 or higher
• Flash 9 or greater installed as a 
browser plugin
• Java 1.4 or greater installed as a 
browser plugin
For instructional videos on how to 
use WhyReef, visit 
http://www.youtube.com/WhyReef, 
and go to http://reef.whyville.net 
to start your dive!

Upon loading http://reef.whyville.net, follow the instructions in Step 
1 to design your avatar.  Then choose  “JOIN NOW” to register or 
“ENTER AS GUEST” for a temporary account.  After a quick tutorial 
on Whyville basics, you will arrive at the Reef Station.

Getting Started 
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