DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY

SPECIMENS

VOLUNTEERING

The Division of Insects houses worldwide collections of Arthropoda
(excluding Crustacea) that rank fifth in size among North
American collections. It currently totals about 12 million pinned
insects and other arthropods in alcohol or on microscope slides.
Major collection strengths are beetles, butterflies and moths,
ectoparasites, ants, spiders and millipedes. The Division also
has over 16,000 “bulk samples”, each containing thousands of
unidentified specimens awaiting study.

Are you interested in insects and want to know more? The Division
of Insects welcomes volunteers. We offer fascinating opportunities
to work with curators and collection staff. A background in biology
is helpful, but not required; interest, enthusiasm and commitment
are important. Volunteer projects include sorting, specimen
handling, labeling, cataloging and data entry. Our volunteers
play a major role in maintaining the standard of excellence found
throughout our collection and research programs.
Ask about volunteering opportunities today!

Contact: James H. Boone
jboone@fieldmuseum.org
312.665.7745
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The Field Museum

OUTREACH & EDUCATION

ACCESSIONS & LOANS

RESEARCH & COLLECTIONS

Curators and staff from the Division lead behind-the-scenes
tours for donors, members, new employees, students and visiting
specialists. Over 400 students and 200 visitors come through the
Division of Insects each year (not including Members’ Nights).
The Division hosts over 50 research scientists each year, who
spend from one day to a few months working in the collections.
Division staff also assist exhibition developers by providing
content and specimens for exhibits.

The Division receives specimens through donations, purchases,
exchanges, and field work and averages annual growth of over 1%.
The collection is heavily used by U. S. and international borrowers
for their research. Currently, over 600 scientists have specimens
on loan from us. These borrowed specimens are used in an
average of 40 published scientific papers a year.

Curators, resident associates, post-doctoral scientists and graduate
students conduct specimen-based research on existing museum
collections, specimens from their own field work, and borrowed
specimens. Their research includes laboratory and field work to
investigate many aspects of systematics and evolutionary biology,
focused particularly on rove beetles, spiders, millipedes and ants.
The professional staff handles maintenance and improvement
of the collection, such as re-housing and curating sections of it
and sorting specimens from samples. They promote collection
access by sending specimen loans to researchers worldwide, hosting
visiting researchers, giving “behind-the-scenes” tours, and building
the collection data and images in the online Arthropod Collections
Database.
Visit our website for more information about the Division:
http://fieldmuseum.org/explore/department/zoology/insects
Check out our online database to learn more about our collection:
http://fieldmuseum.org/explore/our-collections/insects
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