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forest preserve District ensures permanent protection
for CImbY restoration site, the Dolton avenue prairie
By Rebecca Blazer, CIMBY

The Calumet Is My Back Yard (CIMBY)
environmental service learning project
received good news this summer about one
of the corporation-owned natural areas
where its students have performed ecological
restoration for nearly a decade. On June 18,
2010, the Forest Preserve District of Cook
County (FPD) closed on the purchase of
the 24-acre Dolton Avenue Prairie from
its long-time owner, Ashland Chemical
Company, thus ensuring protection in
perpetuity for the prairie.
Dolton Avenue Prairie is located on
the northwest corner of Dolton Ave. and
Paxton Ave. in Calumet City, just south of
Ashland’s Calumet City facility. Ashland’s
choice to keep the area undeveloped helped
to protect a remnant of the original – now
very rare – pre-settlement wet prairie
landscape that was once common in the
Calumet region.
In the 1970s, the Illinois Natural Areas
Inventory (INAI) designated the prairie as
a high quality natural area, and the FPD’s
1994 Land Acquisition Study identified
the site as a high quality area in need of
protection. However, the site’s relatively
small size and isolation from other natural
areas made it a lower priority for the FPD
than acquisition of other INAI sites in the
region.
By the 2000s, although the site was not
being developed into housing or strip malls,
it was falling victim to invasive brush and
weeds that were threatening to choke out
the native prairie plants. Fortunately, in
2002, Ashland began a partnership with

CIMBY, which began bringing high school
students, primarily from the Chicago School
for Agricultural Sciences (ChAS), to the site
for ecological restoration workdays several
times per year. With help from J.F. New &
Associates, the students regularly removed
large amounts of brush, ensuring that
Dolton’s prairie plants would receive the
sunlight they needed to survive.
Recently, several factors combined to
make acquisition of Dolton Ave. Prairie
a more compelling prospect for the
FPD. According to Dave Kircher, Chief
Landscape Architect for the FPD, one
important factor was the development of
the Cal-Sag Trail, which is planned to run
under power lines on ComEd land that
borders the northern edge of the prairie.
This trail will provide a new connection
between the prairie and other natural areas,
thus overcoming the site’s isolation issues.
Another catalyst for acquisition was a
grant from the Illinois Community Clean
Energy Foundation that funded 50% of
the purchase cost. Kircher noted that the
per-acre value of the site was reasonable and
that the site’s history of restoration under
the previous owner (CIMBY’s restoration
work) was an important additional benefit
of ownership for the FPD.
Shortly after the acquisition was finalized,
staff members from CIMBY and The
Field Museum’s Calumet Environmental
Education Program (CEEP) – a key
partner in the CIMBY Project – met at the
prairie with leaders of the FPD’s Resource
Management and Volunteer Departments

and Greencorps Calumet to conduct a
planning walk. The group discussed a new
management plan drafted by CEEP staff,
continuing the work of CIMBY students,
and increased resources that the District
might be able to contribute, potentially
including prescribed burning and
herbiciding of invasive plants.
So far, CIMBY students seem to be
enjoying their work at the Dolton Ave.
Prairie under its new owner. At the most
recent workday – on a cold, November
Saturday – students from ChAS experienced
their first bonus of working with the Forest
Preserve District: for the first time, they
were able to have a brushpile fire on which
to throw the invasive brush they cut…and
thus the opportunity to celebrate their hard
work at the end of the day with roasted
marshmallows and s’mores.

CIMBY students at Dolton Prairie Workday.
Photo credit: Rebecca Blazer.

ON-GOING PROGRAMS
January 8, February 12, March 12, April 9
9:00am – 12:00pm
Dan Ryan Woods Stewardship Workday
Help us remove invasive alien plants, collect
seeds, and cleanup the preserve so native flora
and fauna can thrive. Tools and gloves provided.
Meet at the parking lot on the north side of
87th St. two blocks east of S. Western Ave. For
more information and to RSVP please contact
Benjamin Cox at (773) 398-1178 or benjamin@
fotfp.org.
(Friends of Dan Ryan Woods, Friends of the
Forest Preserves and Forest Preserve District
of Cook County)

January 8, February 12, March 12, April 9
10:00am – 1:00pm
Eggers Woods Stewardship Workday
Help us clear invasive brush from the site’s
savanna and woodland. Tools and gloves provided.
Meet near the caretaker’s house at Eggers Grove
(East 112th Street and Ave. E). For more
information and to RSVP contact John Pastirik at
(773) 991-0613.
(Calumet Ecological Park Association and
Forest Preserve District of Cook County)

January 15, February 19, March 19, April 16
9:00am – 12:00pm
Powderhorn Prairie Stewardship Workday
Help us clear invasive brush from this beautiful
prairie and savanna. Tools and gloves provided.
Meet in the Powderhorn Lake parking lot on the
east side of Brainard Ave. just south of Burnham
Ave. For more information and to RSVP contact
Alice Brandon at (312) 356-9990 or alice@fotfp.org.
(Friends of the Forest Preserves and Forest
Preserve District of Cook County)

January 22, February 26, March 26, April 23
10:00am – 1:00pm
Kickapoo Prairie Stewardship Workday
Help us clear invasive brush from this beautiful
prairie. Tools and gloves provided. Park in the
Thorton Township Municipal Building (Halsted
and 144th St.) and meet at the entrance to the
prairie site across the street from the parking
lot. For more information and to RSVP please
contact Eileen Klees at (773) 238-4221 or eklees@
wowway.com.
(Friends of the Forest Preserves and Forest
Preserve District of Cook County)

February 5, April 2
9:00am – 12:00pm
Beaubien Woods Stewardship Workday
Help remove brush and restore this prairie for
native plants and animals. Tools and gloves
provided. Meet at the preserve’s only picnic shelter
adjacent to Flatfoot Lake (take the Bishop Ford
[I-94] to the Beaubien Woods Exit #69 just south
of 130th St.). For more information and to RSVP,
contact Laura Milkert at (312) 665-7444 or
lmilkert@fieldmuseum.org.
(The Field Museum and Forest Preserve
District of Cook County)

December 15, 2010 – February 15, 2011
Last Four Miles: A Plan to Complete
Chicago’s Lakefront Park System
Chicago State University Library – 4th
Floor, 9501 S. Dr. Martin Luther King Dr.,
Chicago, IL
Open to all
View a self-guided exhibit with videos of Last
Four Miles and South Chicago and the Calumet
area. This exhibit explores the plan to complete
the Last Four Miles which proposes 100 acres of
new parks and beaches on the north lakefront and
400 acres of new parks and beaches on the south
lakefront. Contact Eleanor Roemer at (312) 8572757 ext.12 for more information.
(Friends of the Parks, Chicago State University
Library, Chicago State University Geography
Department, Lake Calumet Vision Committee)

C3 Spring 2011 Leadership Training Dates
You care. Do Something. We’ll Help.
Chicago Conservation Corps (C3)
Environmental Leadership Training Series
The Chicago Conservation Corps is now
recruiting for its Spring 2011 Leadership Training
Course. During the training, you will learn
from community and environmental leaders
about urban environmental challenges and
opportunities for change; then you will lead an
environmental service project in your community
with C3 support and resources. Attend one of the
orientations listed below to learn more. For
questions or to reserve a seat, please contact (312)
743-9283 or conservation@cityofchicago.org.
Tuesday, April 12 · 6:00pm – 7:00pm
Chicago Center for Green Technology
445 N. Sacramento Blvd., Chicago, IL
Thursday, April 14 · 6:00pm – 7:00pm
Washington Park, Senior Room
5531 S. King Dr., Chicago, IL
Monday, April 18 · 12:00pm – 1:00pm
City Hall, 11th Floor
121 N. LaSalle St., Chicago, IL
To apply for the C3 Leadership Training Series,
you must be a City of Chicago resident and attend
one orientation. The Spring 2011 training will be
held at the Chicago Center for Green Technology,
445 N. Sacramento Blvd, Thursdays, April 28,
May 5, 12, 19 and 26 from 5:30pm - 8:30pm. A
$75 fee covers course participation and project
support. Financial assistance is available upon
request.
(Chicago Department of Environment)

Chicago Conservation Corps (C3)
Student Clubs Program
Teachers - Start a C3 Student Club at your school
The Chicago Conservation Corps is now
recruiting teachers to attend our orientations in
anticipation of the 2011-2012 school year. At
the orientation, you will learn how C3 can help
you start and run an after-school environmental

service club for 8th – 12th grade Chicago Public
School students. Club projects include recycling,
worm composting, water conservation, and
anti-idling campaigns. Teachers involved receive
a stipend, materials, project guides, training and
other resources from the Chicago Department of
Environment.
Attend an orientation on April 12, 13, or 14
(locations TBD) to learn more. For questions or
to reserve a seat, please contact (312) 743-9283 or
conservation@cityofchicago.org.
To apply you must be a Chicago Public School
teacher (8th – 12th grades) and attend an
orientation. Accepted teachers are required to
attend three workshops in the 2011-2012 school
year, held on Tuesday evenings at the Chicago
Center for Green Technology, 445 N. Sacramento
Blvd, Chicago, IL 60612. For more information
visit www.chicagoconservationcorps.org.
(Chicago Department of Environment)

Chicago Conservation Corps (C3)
Explore Environmental Service
Turn your passion for the environment into
action: VOLUNTEER
Volunteer with the Chicago Conservation Corps
and our partner organizations. Featured volunteer
opportunities highlight exciting ways that you
can explore environmental service year round.
Volunteers are encouraged to get involved in
fun, hands-on activities. You will get your feet
wet, your hands dirty, and have the opportunity
to work side by side with Chicago’s most active
environmental leaders. For a full listing of
monthly volunteer events, please visit the C3
blog: www.chicagoconservationcorps.org/blog/
eventcalendar. To register for an upcoming
volunteer opportunity, please contact the host
organization directly. For additional information
or questions conservation@cityofchicago.org, or
call (312) 743-9283.
(Chicago Department of Environment)

February 26 – April 9
9:30am – 12:30pm
TreeKeepers Workshop
Chicago State University, 9501 S. King Dr.,
Chicago, IL
Register for this urban forestry program and
become a volunteer certified to care for trees in
the urban forest. Volunteers attend 7 consecutive
Saturday classes in tree knowledge, planting
and care, pass a written exam with a grade of at
least 70 percent and complete practical exams
on tree planting, mulching and pruning. In
addition, participants pledge to volunteer 24
hours within the year following graduation. For
more information, contact Jim DeHorn at (312)
863-6259.
(Openlands & Friends of the Parks)

*Note: March 5 Wild Things Conference
- Early registration is open until January
30, 2011 and the cost is $28 ($40 after
January 30).

JANUARY - APRIL PROGRAMS
JANUARY
January 8 · 10:00am – 3:00pm
Wetland Brush Control
John Merle Coulter Nature Preserve, Porter
County, IN
Open to all
We will be using brush cutters, chainsaws, and
loppers to remove woody exotics from the high
quality wetlands. Hosted by Shirley Heinze Land
Trust. For more information or directions to site
contact Jim Erdelac at volunteer@heinzetrust.org.
(Shirley Heinze Land Trust)

January 15 · 9:00am – 10:30am
Calumet Outdoors Series
Dunes Succession Trail, Ogden Dunes, IN
Hike Leader: Erika Hasle
Please meet at the North parking lot of West
Beach near the bathrooms. This is a fun hike along
boardwalks through the dunes and back along the
beach. Please dress appropriately for the weather
and be aware that excessive snow could change
the location and duration of the hike, but not the
meeting place. I will provide interoperation on
dune succession and winter tree identification,
but everyone is welcome and encouraged to share
their knowledge. For more information, contact
Eric Neagu, Series Coordinator at (773) 403-5137
or ericneagu@gmail.com. Follow us on twitter for
updates: @CalumetOutdoors.
(The Field Museum & a host of partners)

January 15 · 10:00am – 3:00pm
Brush Pile Burning
Stockwell Woods Nature Preserve –
Indianapolis Ave., Long Beach, IN
Teenagers & adults only
Save the Dunes is hosting a volunteer workday
at their Stockwell Woods Nature Preserve site
in Long Beach, IN. Volunteers will help remove
accumulated brush after savanna restoration work
on the site by burning the brush piles. Lunch will
be provided. Please dress for the weather and bring
work gloves. RVSP to Samantha Erdelac at sam@
savedunes.org.
(Save The Dunes)

January 15 · 9:00am – 4:00pm
10th Annual Bi-State Winter Wonderland at
Wolf Lake Festival
Morning events at Environmental Education
Center, 2405 Calumet Avenue, Hammond, IN
Afternoon events at Southeast Sportsmen’s
Club, 13139 S. Avenue M, Chicago, IL
Open to all
Families are invited to learn from a variety of
exhibits and presentations and participate in
outdoor activities. Students will compete in the
popular Sellerski ice safety competition and a poster
contest. Speakers will discuss the Underground
Railroad, Wolf Lake plants and wildlife, and the
connection between art and nature. Others topics
include ice boating, restoration of Wolf Lake, tree
planting, and Wolf Lake amphibians and reptiles.
There will be educational displays and exhibits.
Skating, pick-up hockey, and a bonfire are also
planned. For further information, call (312) 2200120 or (219) 933-7149.
(Association for the Wolf Lake Initiative)

January 15 · 9:15am
Winter Wonderland at Wolf Lake Poster
Contest
Open to students at Wolf Lake area schools
and members of youth organizations.
Entries due by end of day Tuesday, January 4.
AWLI is sponsoring a poster contest that promotes
healthy winter activities at Wolf Lake. The contest
is held in conjunction with AWLI’s 10th Annual
Winter Wonderland at Wolf Lake on Saturday,
January 15, 2011. Entries will be evaluated in
three to four categories by a panel of judges. The
first place winner in each category will receive $25.
The second and third place winners will receive
a $15 and $10, respectively. The awards will be
presented during AWLI’s Winter Wonderland at
Wolf Lake festival at 9:15 a.m. on Saturday, January
15, at the Environmental Education Center, 2405
Calumet Avenue, Hammond. Winning entries,
including honorable mentions, will be exhibited at
the Wolf Lake Park kiosk and at the Environmental
Education Center. For further information, call
(312) 220-0120 or (219) 933-7149.
(Association for the Wolf Lake Initiative)

January 17 · 1:30pm
MLK Holiday Program - WOLVES
Sand Ridge Nature Center, 15890 Paxton
Ave., South Holland, IL
Open to all
A close cousin to the domestic dogs we keep as
pets, wolves are incredible animals. Learn more
about them by examining fur and skull specimens
with a naturalist. For more information, call (708)
868-0606.
(Forest Preserve District of Cook County)

January 21 · 7:00pm – 9:00pm
Linda’s Pressed Flowers Workshop
Southeast Environmental Task Force Office,
13300 S. Baltimore St., Chicago, IL
Open to all 12 years and older (Children
must be accompanied by an adult.)
Participants will incorporate local pressed flowers
and greenery in a bouquet on paper and frame their
creations. Discussion will center on the importance
of native plants. A donation toward the supplies
will be greatly appreciated. Please RSVP at (773)
646-0436
(Southeast Environmental Task Force)

January 26 · 4:00pm – 7:00pm
Connecting Communities: Trails, Open
Spaces, Parks & Natural Areas
Chicago State University Library – 4th Floor,
9501 S. Dr. Martin Luther King Dr., Chicago, IL
Open to all
Join us for a symposium on making community
connections via trails, open spaces, parks and
natural areas. These connections help to increase
property values adjacent to the parks, encourage
new small businesses in the vicinity, create new
construction jobs to build the parks and create new
wildlife habitat. The symposium is free. Contact
Eleanor Roemer at (312) 857-2757 ext.12 for more
information.
(Friends of the Parks, Chicago State University
Geography Department, Lake Calumet Vision
Committee)

January 29 · 10:00am – 1:00pm
Winter Tree ID Workshop
Barker Woods Nature Preserve, Michigan
City, IN
Open to all
This workshop is geared to help volunteers ID trees
during the dormant season by bark, twigs and buds.
Hosted by Shirley Heinze Land Trust. For more
contact Jim Erdelac at volunteer@heinzetrust.org.
(Shirley Heinze Land Trust)

January 29 · 10:00am – 12:00pm
Cross Country Skiing
Eggers Grove Forest Preserve – East 112th
St. and Ave. E, Chicago, IL
Adults, teens & families
John Pastirik will lead this cross country skiing
event in Eggers Grove Forest Preserve. Meet
near caretaker’s house. You must have your own
skis. Dress for the weather. The event will be
rescheduled, if there is not enough snow for skiing.
Please register by calling John at (773) 991-0613 or
Judy at (773) 646-4773.
(Calumet Ecological Park Association)

FEBRUARY
February 5 · 10:00am
Bird Feeding Basics
Gibson Woods Environmental Awareness
Center, Gibson Woods Nature Preserve
6201 Parrish Ave., Hammond, IN
Open to all
Join us for a presentation by Joy Bower who will
give the audience easy and affordable steps to feed
the birds in their backyards all year round.
(Wild Ones Chapter 38)

February 11 · 7:00pm – 9:00pm
Ladies’ Pampering Products Workshop
Southeast Environmental Task Force Office,
13300 S. Baltimore St., Chicago, IL
Open to all
Participants will be instructed in how to make
personal care items from everyday natural products
as opposed to purchasing higher priced chemicalbased products. The products that are created will
be packaged using recycled packaging instead of
disposable packaging. A donation toward supplies
will greatly be appreciated. Please RSVP at (773)
646-0436
(Southeast Environmental Task Force)

February 12 · 10:00am – 3:00pm
Wetland Brush Control
John Merle Coulter Nature Preserve,
Portage, IN
Open to all
We will be using brush cutters, chainsaws, and
loppers to remove woody exotics from the high
quality wetlands. For more information or
directions to site contact Jim Erdelac at volunteer@
heinzetrust.org.
(Shirley Heinze Land Trust)

February 14 · 1:00pm – 5:00pm
2nd Annual Knowledge Hook-Up’s Afternoon
Valentine’s Dance
American Legion Post #80, 2003
Indianapolis Blvd. Whiting, IN
Tickets are $25, Seniors over 65yrs old and children
under 12 yrs old are $10. Music - Food - Fun

- Prizes. For tickets call Knowledge Hook-Up (773)
221-9111.
(Knowledge Hook-Up)

February 19 · 9:00am – 11:00am
Calumet Outdoors Series
Hegwisch Marsh Hike
13250 S. Torrence Ave., Chicago, IL
Hike Leader: Jerry Attere
Join us for a nature hike through this 130-acre hike
and learn about the restoration activities taking
place. The Calumet Outdoors Series explores the
vast and globally rare geology and ecology of the
region in a fun and safe environment. These events
are free and open to the public. Dress for the
weather and bring a bottle of water or something
hot to keep you warm. To RSVP and for more
information, contact Jerry Attere at (312) 7449136 or jerry.attere@cityofchicago.org. Follow us
on twitter for updates: @CalumetOutdoors.
(Chicago Department of Environment & a host
of partners)

February 19 · 10:00am – 3:00pm
Brush Pile Burning
Eleven-Acre Nature Preserve – Old Ridge
Road, Hobart, IN
Teenagers & adults only
Save the Dunes is hosting a volunteer workday at
their Eleven-Acre Nature Preserve in Hobart, IN,
where volunteers will help remove accumulated
brush after prairie restoration work on the site by
burning the brush piles. Lunch will be provided.
Please dress for the weather and bring work gloves.
RVSP to Samantha Erdelac at sam@savedunes.org.
(Save The Dunes)

February 19 · 10:00am – 12:00pm
Whistler Woods Stewardship Workday
Whistler Woods, Halsted and Forest View
Ave. (approx. 134th Street), Riverdale, IL
Lend a hand to help rescue the ancient oaks of
Whistler Woods. We will be clearing invasive
brush and picking up trash along the Major Taylor
Bicycle Trail, which runs through the northern
portion of the woodland. Tools and gloves
provided. Please wear sturdy shoes and dress for
the weather. Directions: from Halsted, turn east
on Forest View Avenue, turn left at the sign for
Whistler Woods, follow the road north and then
east to the circle at the end of the road. For more
information and to RSVP contact Rebecca Blazer
at (773) 972-8080 or rebecca_blazer@hotmail.
com.
(Blue Island Bicycle Club, CIMBY [Calumet Is
My Back Yard], Friends of the Parks, and Cook
County Forest Preserve District)

February 19 · 1:30pm
Tea Party - Adult Program
Sand Ridge Nature Center, 15890 Paxton
Ave., South Holland, IL
We will be brewing and learning about our own
“specialteas,” and you are invited to join us. For
more information, call (708) 868-0606.
(Forest Preserve District of Cook County)

February 26 · 10:00am – 3:00pm
Wetland Brush Control
McAllister Prairie, Beverly Shores, IN
Open to all
We will be using brush cutters, chainsaws, and
loppers to remove woody exotics from the high

quality wetlands. Hosted by Shirley Heinze Land
Trust. For more information or directions to site
contact Jim Erdelac at volunteer@heinzetrust.org.
(Shirley Heinze Land Trust)

MARCH
March 5 · 8:00am – 4:45pm
Wild Things – A Chicago Wilderness
Conference for People & Nature
University of Illinois at Chicago
Open to all
The Wild Things conference is a great gathering of
the inspiring souls who live and breathe Chicago
nature. This will be a great day for anyone who
likes nature, gardening, conservation, restoration
or who cares about the environment. The keynote
speaker will be Curt Meine, who will be showing
a preview of a film about Aldo Leopold and
talking about his legacy in the Chicago area. Early
registration is open until January 30, 2011 & the
cost is $28 ($40 after January 30). Registration
and conference information can be found on
the Habitat Project web site at http://www.
habitatproject.org/wildthings2011/. For questions,
contact chicagowildthings@yahoo.com or (847)
328-3910 ext. 21.
(Chicago Wilderness, Chicago Park District,
Habitat Project, Illinois Nature Preserves
Commission, The Field Museum, , The Forest
Preserve District of Cook County, The Nature
Conservancy)

March 12 · 10:00am – 3:00pm
Savanna Restoration
Gordon and Faith Greiner Nature Preserve,
Hobart, IN
Open to all
We will be using chainsaws, brush cutters, and
loppers to remove exotics and undesirable subcanopy trees. Hosted by Shirley Heinze Land Trust.
For more information or directions to site contact
Jim Erdelac at volunteer@heinzetrust.org.
(Shirley Heinze Land Trust)

March 15 · 6:00pm – 8:00pm
Calumet Projects Update
Hegewisch Library, 3048 E. 130th Street,
Chicago, IL
Open to public
Join Chicago Department of Environment for an
update on various open space efforts in Calumet,
including Big Marsh and Indian Ridge Marsh.
For more information and to RSVP contact
Jerry Attere at (312) 744-9136 or jerry.attere@
cityofchicago.org.

Kemil Beach, Indiana Dunes National
Lakeshore, Michigan City, IN
Hike Leader: Tina Rongers
The Calumet Outdoors Series explores the vast and
globally rare geology and ecology of the region in
a fun and safe environment. These events are free
and open to the public. Dress for the weather and
bring a bottle of water or something hot to keep
you warm. Meet at the parking lot for Kemil Beach
on State Park Road in Beverly Shores, IN.
For more information, contact Eric Neagu, Series
Coordinator at (773) 403-5137 or ericneagu@
gmail.com. Follow us on twitter for updates: @
CalumetOutdoors
(Karner Blue, LLC & a host of partners)

March 19 · 12:00pm – 3:00pm
Lake Powderhorn Clean-up
Brainard Ave., East of 136th St. & Burnham
Ave., Burnham, IL
Volunteers are needed to help clean up the
shoreline of Lake Powderhorn in Lake Powderhorn
Forest Preserve. Meet in the parking lot. Wear
sturdy shoes, long pants and gloves. For more
information call John at (773) 991-0613 or Judy at
(773) 646-4773.
(Calumet Ecological Park Association)

March 26 · 10:00am – 1:00pm
Clean-up of Burnham Greenway
Eggers Grove Forest Preserve Parking Lot,
East 112th St. & Ave. E, Chicago, IL
Join us for a clean-up of the Burnham Greenway
along Eggers Grove Forest Preserve. Wear sturdy
shoes, long pants, and dress for the weather. For
information call John at (773) 991-0613 or Judy at
(773) 646-4773.
(Calumet Ecological Park Association)

APRIL
April 16 · 9:00am
Calumet Outdoors Series
Heron Rookery
Hike Leader: Eric Neagu
The Calumet Outdoors Series explores the vast and
globally rare geology and ecology of the region in
a fun and safe environment. These events are free
and open to the public. Dress for the weather and
bring a bottle of water or something hot to keep
you warm. For more information, contact Eric
Neagu, Series Coordinator at (773) 403-5137 or
ericneagu@gmail.com. Follow us on twitter for
updates: @CalumetOutdoors
(Save The Dunes & a host of partners)

(Chicago Department of Environment)

March 13 · 2:00pm – 4:00pm
Make Your Own Solar Cell
Southeast Environmental Task Force Office,
13300 S. Baltimore St., Chicago, IL
Open to school-aged children through adult
(Children must be accompanied by an
adult.)
President Bob Le Suer will teach us how to make
a solar cell for home use. Please RSVP at (773)
646-0436.
(Southeast Environmental Task Force)

March 19 · 9:00am
Calumet Outdoors Series

CSI Members confer at the CSI Strategic
Planning Meeting. Photo credit: Laura
Milkert

planning for the Green Summit beyond 2011
By Joann Podkul, CSI Chair

Under the auspices of Claretian
Associates, planning has begun for the 4th
Annual 10th Ward Green Summit, which
will be held in May 2011. The evolution
of the Summit over its short, but exciting,
life has been spurred by its intent to make
people who live and work in, or visit, the
ward aware of its unique green features,
which have been increasing over the
summit’s life.
The 10th Ward’s Green story is one of
dedication, scale and affordability. For
decades, grassroots organizations in the
area have dealt with issues of conservation
and environmental protection. Green
gardens and green open space complement

modestly-sized LEED certified buildings
in the ward. Pending projects would
ratchet up its green profile.
Contributing to the Summit’s growth
potential, Block Clubs, and other
organizations in adjacent wards, have
begun to express their desire to participate
in the summit to learn about practical
applications, such as weatherization.
Environmental activities listed in the 3
editions of this CSI newsletter occur year
round throughout the Calumet Region. It
is time to transcend ward and state lines
to capitalize on how green the Calumet
Region is every day.

april 16 · 9:00am – 12:00pm
earth day parks & preserves Clean up
parks and preserves throughout the
Calumet region
Join Friends of the Parks, the Chicago Park
District and the Forest Preserve District of Cook
County in the Midwest’s largest clean up effort.
The Clean Up will be in celebration of Earth Day
(April 22). Get out and make a difference in your
neighborhood park or preserve. For more details
visit www.earthdaychicago.com or call Mary
Eileen Sullivan at (312) 857-2757 ext. 13.

Beach, IN. Volunteers will help remove garlic
mustard and dame’s rockets that are infesting the
foredune and black oak savanna. Lunch will be
provided. Please dress for the weather and bring
work gloves. RSVP to Samantha Erdelac at sam@
savedunes.org.

(Friends of the Parks, Chicago Park District and
the Forest Preserve District of Cook County)

april 16 · 10:00am – 12:00pm
whistler woods’ annual earth day
workday, Cleanup and Celebration
whistler woods, halsted and forest view
ave. (approx. 134th Street) in riverdale, Il
Attention students, families, bicyclists and all
nature enthusiasts: celebrate Earth Day this year
by helping to rescue the ancient oaks of Whistler
Woods and clean up the Major Taylor Bicycle
Trail. We will remove invasive plant species, pick
up trash and do a little nature exploration along
the way. Tools and gloves provided. Please wear
sturdy shoes and dress for the weather. Directions:
from Halsted, turn east on Forest View Avenue,
turn left at the sign for Whistler Woods, follow
the road north and then east to the circle at
the end of the road. To RSVP and for more
information contact Rebecca Blazer at (773) 9728080 or rebecca_blazer@hotmail.com.
(Blue Island Bicycle Club, CIMBY [Calumet Is
My Back Yard], Friends of the Parks, and Cook
County Forest Preserve District)

april 16 · 10:00am – 3:00pm
garlic mustard and dame’s rocket
removal
Stockwell woods – Indianapolis ave., long
beach, In
open to all
Save the Dunes is hosting a volunteer workday at
their Stockwell Woods Nature Preserve in Long

(Save The Dunes)

april 16 · 1:00pm – 3:00pm
tour of vanvlissingen prairie /marian
byrnes nature area
9700 S. van vlissingen prairie avenue and
97th St, Chicago, Il
open to all
Meet at the prairie entrance to learn the history
and current condition of the prairie site, then
hike the prairie to see the wonders it has to offer.
(Southeast Environmental Task Force)

Tyrone Murdo of Greencorps Chicago
- Calumet assists a young fisherman. Photo
credit: Laura Milkert.

april 23 · 10:00am – 1:00pm
earth day Celebration & picnic at
kickapoo woods & prairie, riverdale, Il
Join Calumet Stewardship Initiative volunteers
in celebrating Earth Day by clearing invasive
brush from the beautiful prairie, and learning
about plants native to this natural area. Tools,
gloves, and springtime picnic lunch provided.
Please bring a water bottle. Park in the Thornton
Township MunicipalBuilding (Halsted and 144th
St.) and meet at the entrance to the prairie site
that is directlywest and across the street from the
parking lot. For more information and to RSVP
pleasecontact Eileen Klees at 773-968-3396 or
eklees@gmail.com.
(Friends of the Forest Preserves, The Field
Museum and Forest Preserve District of Cook
County)

april 18 & 25 · 6:00pm – 7:00pm
garlic mustard mondays
eggers grove forest preserve, east 112th
St. & ave. e, Chicago, Il
Volunteers should meet John Pastirik near the
caretaker’s house. Join us for one hour after work
on two Mondays in April to pull garlic mustard,
an invasive species. Wear sturdy shoes, long
pants, bring gloves and dress for the weather. For
more information, call John at (773) 991-0613
or Judy at (773) 646-4773.

april 23 · 11:00am – 3:00pm
festival- earth day Celebration
Sand ridge nature Center, 15890 paxton
avenue, South holland, Il
Come join the staff at Sand Ridge Nature Center
in celebrating the beauty of our wonderful planet.
Learn new ways to be “green” and save some
“green” too. For more information, call (708)
868-0606.

april 23 · 8:00am – 10:00am
hegwisch marsh bird hike
13250 S. torrence ave., Chicago, Il
Join us for a bird hike as we explore the
woodlands, hemi-marsh and wet prairie of this
130-acre site in search of migrant and resident
birds. Dress for the weather and bring your
favorite bird book and binoculars. To RSVP and
for more information, contact Jerry Attere at
(312) 744-9136 or jerry.attere@cityofchicago.
org.

CheCk out the CSI webSIte for
more pICtureS, vIdeoS and eventS:
www.calumetstewardshipinitiative.org

(Forest Preserve District of Cook County)

(Calumet Ecological Park Association)

(Chicago Department of Environment &
Chicago Ornithological Society)
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riverdale Tree Commission meets with Cmap2040
By Helen Denham, Village of Riverdale Tree Commission
The Riverdale Tree Commission and
community members met with Diane
Torres, a representative of Chicago
Metropolitan Agency for Planning, CMAP
2040, to discuss the vital roles of tree
planting in any future plans within the
region. The lively discussion and sharing of
ideas centered on how the tree commission
envisions the region in the year 2040.
Riverdale Arborist, Dave Shepard, says
“One of the challenges of the Village of
Riverdale and surrounding communities
is funding for community education on
the value of trees and how trees help with
flooding in the areas.” CMAP 2040 is
working to develop a Municipal Code for
tree care that will set a standard for the seven
counties encompassing the Go to 2040 plan.
The seven counties of northeastern Illinois
are: Cook, DuPage, Kane, Kendall, Lake,
McHenry and Will Counties.

Torres stated that the state and federal
legislature mandates that CMAP2040
conduct a comprehensive regional plan
for the seven county areas including:
reinvestment in existing communities,
natural resources, and expanding and
improving parks and open spaces. “These
are among the greatest assets in the region,”
says Torres. Northeastern Illinois has many
natural resources and preserves.
Populations are expected to increase to
8 million within the area by 2040. Based
on research data, currently less than half of
the residents have access to parks and open
spaces. Increasing parks and open spaces,
and preserving natural areas are vital to the
seven county areas to make it sustainable.
Riverdale resident, Loree Washington,
president of ROC; Riverdale Organized for
Change, says “I am delighted that CMAP
understands it is imperative to include

residents in decisions about our future.
Organizations like ROC form to ensure
that residents are heard and proactive in the
decisionmaking process.”
CMAP is the official regional planning
organization for the seven counties .The
final plan of the Go to 2040 plan will be
shared with the communities.

The Riverdale Tree Commission met with
Diane Torres, of CMAP 2040, to discuss
the vital role of tree planting in the region.
Photo credit: Helen Denham.

