	
  

	
  

EARLY ELEMENTARY SCIENCE PARTNERSHIP
Cohort 2: 2014-present
Program Evolution
E2SP Cohort 2 was built upon many of the lessons learned from the successful pilot cohort and yet has
evolved to align with the current education landscape. The program remains a sustained four-year
initiative with multiple interventions aimed at improving science teaching and learning with the
overarching goal to ignite children’s early passion for science and give them the skills necessary to
succeed in later grade levels.
The unique and flexible structure of the program allows for the second cohort of E2SP to react to
recent changes in science education, most notably the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS).
The adoption of the NGSS necessitates a massive shift in how Illinois schools must approach science
teaching and learning. As a result the second cohort of E2SP has adapted to prepare teachers to make
this crucial transition to align their instruction to the new standards.
E2SP Cohort 2 is a collaborative
effort between The Field Museum,
The Chicago Academy of Sciences
and its Peggy Notebaert Nature
Museum, Northwestern University
and the Big Shoulders Fund to
transform how PreK-3rd grade
teachers from ten schools in the
Big Shoulders Fund network
engage their students in science.

	
  

Participating E2SP Cohort 2 Schools:
•
•
•
•
•

Maternity B.V.M.
Our Lady of Tepeyac
Queen of the Universe
St. Genevieve
St. John de la Salle

	
  

•
•
•
•
•

St. Malachy
St. Michael the Archangel
St. Philip Neri
St. Procopius
St. Sabina Academy

	
  

Program Structure
E2SP supports sustainable growth in NGSS implementation through two complementary capacitybuilding efforts that place a concentrated emphasis on building science support structures at both
the teacher level and school levels. The teachers are supported through professional development
workshops, instructional support, and the establishment of professional learning communities that
engage in school-based collaborative routines.
At a school level, the principal and teacher leaders at each school are supported through the creation
of science leadership teams. Each of these structures is intended to continue NGSS implementation
efforts and school-wide improvement of science instruction at partner schools beyond the scope of
the four-year program.

	
  

Impact Goals
The E2SP partners have a shared understanding that in order to ignite children’s early passion for
science and give them the skills necessary to succeed in later grade levels it is crucial to prepare
PreK-3rd grade teachers to implement the NGSS as well as build the capacity of these schools to
strengthen and support science instruction. The partnership aims to transform teaching and learning
in this capacity by achieving several main outcomes with targeted program audiences.
Impact Goals by Audience:
Teachers
• Improve educators’ ability to teach science guided by NGSS
• Strengthen educators’ ability to connect science teaching and learning to museum resources
Students
• Improve elementary school students’ understanding of and ability to do science
Schools
• Develop a science leadership team framed in current research on the distributed leadership
model
• Create a professional learning community focused on strengthening science instruction
• Diagnose and develop science leadership routines for improving science instruction
Program Evaluation
The PRAIRIE Group, College of Education, UIC, in conjunction with Loyola University Chicago
Center for Science and Math Education (LUCSME), is the external evaluator for E2SP Cohort 2
and will serve to provide formative as well as summative feedback of the program’s effectiveness
in reaching the impact goals.

Interested in learning more about
E2SP Cohort 2 and future plans?
Contact:
educators@fieldmuseum.org
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